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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is eligible 
for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been 
timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed 01/12/2009 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-16 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 1 02 of this title, it' 
the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would 
have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 15 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 2003/0140141 
to Mullen et al (hereinafter Mullen) in view of US 2004/0267876 to Kakivaya et al (hereinafter 
Kakivaya). 
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Regarding claim 1,7, 12, Mullen teaches a method for communicating among a plurality 
of diagnostic medical imaging devices coupled with a network, said method comprising: 

identifying, automatically by a first device of said plurality of diagnostic medical imaging 
devices (Mullen, paragraph [0043], central service facility receives data from a plurality of 
devices on the network. Data is transmitted from the central service facility to the devices. 
Information identifying particular devices is sent from the devices to the central service station 
where it is stored.), a second device of said plurality of diagnostic medical imaging devices 
available for communication via said network (Mullen, fig. 2.); 

Kakivaya teaches configuring, automatically, said first device to communicate 
substantially directly with said second device via said network when said first device is not 
already configured to communicate with said second device (Kakivaya, [0003], various 
discovery protocols allow devices to discover other devices. [0005-0007], discovery of network 
devices through TCP/IP or multicast IP. See fig. 1 and [0026-0028], discovery protocol used to 
discovery devices in a network consisting of a plurality of devices. [0035] discovery of devices 
and communication over the network. See also [0010-0015].); and 

Mullen teaches facilitating substantially direct communication of data between said first 
and second devices (Mullen, [0043].). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to combine configuring, automatically, said first device to communicate substantially 
directly with said second device via said network when said first device is not already configured 
to communicate with said second device as taught by Kakivaya with the method of Mullen in 
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order to enable a device to discover other devices and services on managed and unmanaged 
networks (Kakivaya, [0003].). 

Regarding claim 2, the combination of Mullen and Kakivaya teaches the method of claim 

1, wherein said identifying further comprises: 

receiving, by said first device, a first identification message periodically transmitted by 
said second device to all of said plurality of diagnostic medical imaging devices (Mullen, 
paragraph [0043], computer coordinates data exchange between devices and workstations.); 

transmitting a reply, by said first device, to said second device in response to said first 
identification message (Mullen, paragraph [0043], exchange of messages between devices and 
central service facility.); 

receiving, by said first device, a second identification message transmitted by said second 
device to said first device in response to said reply; and 

transmitting a confirmation, by said first device, to said second device in response to said 
second identification message (Mullen, paragraph [0045], transmission of data from devices after 
authentication by central service station.). 

Regarding claim 3, the combination of Mullen and Kakivaya teaches the method of claim 

2, further comprising: configuring said second device to communicate substantially directly with 
said first device in response to said confirmation (Mullen, paragraph [0043] transmission of data 
from devices to central service station. Also, paragraph [0045], transmission of data from devices 
after authentication by central service station.). 



Application/Control Number: 10/644,532 
Art Unit: 2445 



Page 5 



Regarding claim 4, the combination of Mullen and Kakivaya teaches the method of claim 
1, wherein said configuring further comprises: appending a representation of said second device 
to a list of representations of devices available for communication maintained on said first device 
(Mullen, paragraph [0043], computer coordinate data exchange between devices and 
workstations. Also, service history of devices is maintained.). 

Regarding claim 5, the combination of Mullen and Kakivaya teaches the method of claim 
1, wherein said facilitating further comprises: receiving a request from a user of said first device 
to send data from said first device to said second device (Mullen, paragraph [0044], data 
collection request from workstation to device.); transmitting said data from said first device to 
said second device (Mullen, paragraph [0044], data collection request sent from workstation to 
device.). 

Regarding claim 6, the combination of Mullen and Kakivaya teaches the method of claim 
1, wherein said facilitating further comprises: receiving a request from a user of said first device 
to send data from said second device to said first device (Mullen, paragraph [0044], data 
collection request sent from workstation to device.); transmitting a request for said data to said 
second device (Mullen, paragraph [0044], data collection request sent from workstation to 
device.); and receiving said data in response to said request (Mullen, paragraph [0044], collected 
data transmitted to web server.). 
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Regarding claim 8, 13, the combination of Mullen and Kakivaya teaches the 
communications interface of claim 7, wherein said identification logic is further operative to 
periodically broadcast an identification message to said other diagnostic medical imaging 
devices (Mullen, paragraph [0044], data collection request sent from workstation to device.), said 
identification message operative to solicit responses from said other diagnostic medical imaging 
devices (Mullen, paragraph [0044], data collection request sent from workstation to device.), 
wherein upon receipt of a solicited response from a one of said other diagnostic medical imaging 
devices, said identification logic is further operative to transmit a confirmation request to said 
one of said other diagnostic medical imaging device (Mullen, paragraph [0045], software is 
downloaded.), and wherein said configuration logic is further operative to configure said first 
diagnostic medical imaging device based on receipt of a response to said confirmation request 
(Mullen, paragraph [0044], data collected and transmitted from devices. Data is complied into a 
service history.). 

Regarding claim 9, the combination of Mullen and Kakivaya teaches the communications 
interface of claim 7, wherein said identification logic is further operative to receive an 
unsolicited identification message from one of said other diagnostic medical imaging devices, 
said identification logic being operative to transmit a reply message to a sender of said 
unsolicited identification message and transmit a confirmation message to said sender in 
response to receipt of a confirmation request (Mullen, paragraph [0043], transmission of data to 
database and subsequent access of data.). 
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Regarding claim 10, the combination of Mullen and Kakivaya teaches the 
communications interface of claim 7, wherein said communication logic is further operative to 
receive a selection from a user of data and one of said other diagnostic medical imaging devices, 
said communication logic being operative to transmit said data from said first diagnostic medical 
imaging device to said one of said other diagnostic medical imaging devices (Mullen, paragraph 
[0043], transmission of data to database and subsequent access of data.). 

Regarding claim 1 1, the combination of Mullen and Kakivaya teaches the 
communications interface of claim 7, wherein said communications logic is further operative to 
receive a selection from a user of one of said other diagnostic medical imaging devices, said 
communications logic being further operative to request that said one of said other diagnostic 
medical imaging devices identify data stored therein in response to said selection, and wherein a 
representation of said identified data is provided to said user, said communication logic being 
further operative to receive a selection from said user of data from said identified data and, in 
response to said selection, transmit a request for said data to said one of said other diagnostic 
medical imaging device (Mullen, paragraph [0043], transmission of data to database and 
subsequent access of data.). 

Regarding claim 14, the combination of Mullen and Kakivaya teaches the 
communications architecture of claim 12, wherein said plurality of diagnostic medical imaging 
devices include at least one device selected from the group comprising: diagnostic a medical 
image acquisition system, a diagnostic medical imaging reviewing workstation, a diagnostic 
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medical imaging server, and a diagnostic medical patient monitor (Mullen, Fig. 3, central 
workstation (i.e. a diagnostic medical imaging reviewing workstation), computer (i.e. diagnostic 
medical imaging server), scanner (i.e. diagnostic a medical image acquisition system)). 

Regarding claim 16, the combination of Mullen and Kakivaya teaches a communications 
architecture comprising: a plurality of diagnostic medical imaging devices; networking means 
for interconnecting each of said plurality of diagnostic medical imaging devices (Mullen, Fig. 3, 
[0043].); and wherein each of said plurality of diagnostic medical imaging devices comprises 
means for automatically discovering at least one other of said plurality of diagnostic medical 
imaging devices via said network automatically configuring itself to communicate with any of 
the discovered at least one other of said plurality of diagnostic medical imaging devices and 
facilitating communications therebetween (Kakivaya, [0003], various discovery protocols allow 
devices to discover other devices. [0005-0007], discovery of network devices through TCP/IP or 
multicast IP. See fig. 1 and [0026-0028], discovery protocol used to discovery devices in a 
network consisting of a plurality of devices. [0035] discovery of devices and communication 
over the network. See also [0010-0015].). 

5. Claim 15 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Mullen in view of 
Kakivaya and further in view of Official Notice. 

Regarding claim 15, the combination of Mullen and Kakivaya teaches the 
communications architecture of claim 12, wherein said network comprises at least one of a wired 
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(Mullen, Fig. 3, [0043].) and wireless network. The combination of Mullen and Kakivaya does 
not expressly disclose a wireless network, however, Official Notice is taken that the use of a 
wireless network in communications architecture is well known in the art. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to incorporate a wireless 
network into the communications architecture to utilize the well known advantages of wireless 
networking. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to RYAN J. JAKOVAC whose telephone number is (571)270-5003. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 7:30 am to 5:00 pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glenton B. Burgess can be reached on (571) 272-3949. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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